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NORTHERN  NIGERIA  (BP)  - 

Thousands  have  fled  their  homes 
in  northern  Nigeria  amid  Islamic 
extremist  attacks  on  Christians, 
partly  in  retaliation  for  the  na¬ 
tional  government’s  state  of 
emergency  and  the  destruction  of 
extremist  Oases. 

Extremists  killed  a  pastor  in 
Nigeria's  Bomo  State,  attacked 
two  towns  in  the  northeastern  Ni¬ 
gerian  state  in  June,  and  less  than 
a  week  later  killed  a  Christian 
and  attacked  villages  in  Plateau 
State  some  300  miles  southwest. 
Morning  Star  News  reported. 

The  violence  was  attributed 
to  ethnic  Fulani  Muslims  and 
to  the  Islamic  extremist  group 


ated  against  Nigerian  President 
Goodluck  Jonathan's  state  of 
emergency  and  correspond¬ 
ing  destruction  in  May  of  Boko 
Haram  bases  in  the  Sambisa 
Games  Reserve  in  Bomo. 

Boko  Haram  is  blamed  far 
killing  pastor  Jacob  Kwiza  and 
attacking  five  Christian  commu¬ 
nities  in  Bomo’s  Mandara  Hills 
area.  Morning  Star  News  report¬ 
ed.  Fulani  Muslims  are  blamed  for 
killing  Toma  Vongjen,  a  Christian 
in  the  Wase  area  of  Plateau  State, 
and  destroying  church  buildings 
in  four  villages  there,  the  persecu¬ 
tion  monitor  reported. 

The  thousands  who  fled  then- 
homes  had  been  warned  by  Boko 
Haram  to  flee  within  a  week  or 
face  death,  area  Christians  said, 
the  Associated  Press  reported. 

Dinfa  Lambda,  a  pastor  in 
Jos,  told  Morning  Star  News 
whole  villages  have  been  dis¬ 
placed  in  northern  Nigeria  and 
that  Christian  fellowship  and 
evangelistic  outreach  efforts  are 
no  longer  possible. 

"There  are  Christian  villages 
that  have  been  completely  wiped 
out  by  these  Muslim  terrorists,'’ 
Lambda  was  quoted  as  saying, 
referring  to  Wise,  Langtang  and 
Shendam,  aO  in  Plateau  State. 
“For  a  number  of  years,  the  at¬ 
tacks  on  Christians  in  these  three 
local  government  areas  have 
caused  the  displacement  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  Christians  there.* 

In  addition  to  killing  pastor 
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Belgium  weighs  euthanasia  for  children 

BRUSSELS,  Belgium  (BP  In  the  U  S  assisted  he  told  *  Senate  committee, 

and  local  raportal  —  The  Eu-  auririn  is  Inaalh/  ****  International  Business 

ropean  nation  of  Belgium,  al-  suicioe  w  legally  Times  reported, 

ready  known  for  its  embrace  of  permitted  in  tne  states  Belgium  recently  came  un- 
assisted  suicide  and  involun-  of  Montana.  Oregon,  der  international  scrutiny 

taryeuthanasia  appears  to  be  Vermont,  and  **  f*1”*1* 

on  the  verge  of  becoming  the  adult  twin  brothers  to  kill 

first  develooed  country  to  le-  wasnington  themselves  by  assisted  suicide 


because  they  were  both  deaf 
sidering  a  biU  that  would  guide  «d  suffered  from  a  condition 
doctors  in  determining  if  a  that  would  have  alao  eventually 
child's  health  is  serious  enough  led  to  blindness, 
to  merit  euthanasia  and  whetn-  Another  small  European 
er  he  fa  mature  enough  to  de-  country,  The  Netherlands,  has 
ode  to  end  his  life,  according  »«*  legalized  euthanasia  for 
tothe June  11  report  children  but  has  agreed  since 

Euthanasia  of  children  it  *005  not  to  prosecute  doctors 
a  reality  now,  according  to  who  follow  a  set  of  rules  while 
the  testimony  of  the  head  performing  euthanasia  on 
of  the  intensive  care  unit  at  some  minors. 

Fabiola  Hospital  in  Brussels.  In  the  U.S.,  assisted  sui- 
"  We  all  know  that  euthanasia  ride  is  legally  permitted  in  the 
is  already  practiced  on  chil-  states  of  Montana,  Oregon, 
dren.  Yes,  active  euthanasia,*  Vermont,  and  Washington. 


Keep  prayer  in  summer 


We’ve  entered  the  dog  days  of 
summer  (July  and  August), 
the  often  oppressive  and  swel¬ 
tering  time  of  year.  It  coincides  with 
traditional  summer  slumps  in  church 
attendance,  as  families  scatter  for  sum¬ 
mer  vacations  and  other  seasonal  ac¬ 
tivities.  However,  our  need  for  player 
greater.  Here  are  five  sugges- 


Guest  opinion 

with  Phil  Miglioratti 


is  never  l 
tions  to  make  your  do 
sparkle  with  spiritual 


rs  of  summer 
me  a: 


ily,  including  youth  and  older  children, 
to  pray  each  day  for  a  week  for  the  per¬ 
son  whose  name  they  drew.  The  follow¬ 
ing  Sunday,  simply  ask  for  testimonies 
ofwhat  it  was  like  to  pray  once  a  day 
for  their  person  or  if  anyone  sensed  a 
special  blessing  from  the  Lord  because 
someone  was  praying  for  them. 


■  Family  table  time.  Ask  each 
urch  family  to  use  at  least  one  family 
eal  each  week  to  pray  for  their  neigh- 
>rs,  whether  those  who  live  nearby, 
ople  with  whom  they  work,  or  fellow 
jdents.  Keep  a  log  of  the  names  and 
eds  of  those  the  Lord  leads  toward 
prayer.  During  a  Sunday  morning 
rvice  in  August,  ask  families  to  come 
epared  to  share  their  prayers  and 
id’s  responses. 


o  action? 


Abedini’s 


alarmed  officials  in  the  Obama 
administration.  Except  for  a  few 
milquetoast  statements  carefully 
crafted  not  to  unsettle  the  radical 
Islamists  running  the  government 


■  Pastoral  prayer.  Recruit  volun¬ 
teers  to  pray  aloud  for  the  pastor  each 
Sunday  during  the  summer.  Encourage 
them  to  pray  from  their  deepest 
passion. 

Rather  than  succumb  to  the  slowed- 
down,  casual  atmosphere  of  summer, 
put  those  dog  days  to  good  use. 


ties  begin,  ask  every  family  to  form  a 
circle  racing  inward,  and  to  pray  for  the 
church,  its  spiritual  health,  its  ministry 
vision,  and  its  evangelistic  effectiveness. 
Reverse  positions  to  face  outward  and 
pray  for  the  community,  its  needs,  its 
leaders,  and  the  church’s  influence  on  it. 


Abedini  has 


chological  abuse  in  prison,  and  that 
his  condition  has  become  increas¬ 
ingly  dire.  Such  mistreatment  violates 
international  norms  as  well  as  Iran’s 
own  laws." 

Jay  Sekulow,  chief  counsel  for  the 
American  Center  for  Law  and  Justice 


salute  the  flag  or  pledge  allegiance  to 
it  or  watch  a  fireworks  extravaganza, 
and  he  most  certainly  didn't  get  the 
chance  to  sing  the  national  anthem. 

However,  Saeed  Abedini  likely 
was  aware  that  his  country  has  all  but 
abandoned  him. 

The  Iranian-born,  naturalized 


■  Weeknight  prayer  meeting. 

Take  the  midweek  prayer  service  out¬ 
side.  Those  who  cannot  handle  the  walk 
or  the  heat  may  stay  inside  and  pray 
using  this  as  a  template.  Ask  everyone 
to  pray  with  their  eyes  open,  looking  at 
and  praying  for  God's  good  creation; 
the  church  facilities;residential  areas; 
schools;  and  recreational,  medical,  or 
business  districts  to  the  north,  to  the  ■  Share.  Invite  them  to  investigate 

east,  to  the  south,  and  to  the  west.  the  often  misunderstood  message  of  the 

Gospel.  Let’s  love  our  communities  to 


■  Care.  Show  the  love  of  Christ  to 
them  through  practical  and  appreciated 
acts  of  service  or  mercy. 


■  Secret  saint.  Ask  everyone  in  the 

congregation  to  become  a  secret  inter-  Miglioratti  is  state  prayer  consultant 
cessor.  Prepare  cards  with  the  names  of  for  the  Illinois  Baptist  State  Association 
your  church  family  for  distribution  on  and  semes  on  the  Mission  America  Co- 
a  Sunday  morning  —  perhaps  a  reverse  alition  facilitation  committee’s  LOVE 
offering  where  everyone  picks  a  name  as  3020,  a  ‘prayer-care- share"  ministry 
a  basket  is  passed.  Ask  the  church  fam-  initiative. 
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Seminary  leaders  weigh  in  on  Supreme  Court  rulings 


Court’s  rulings  two  weeks  ago  against  tradi¬ 
tional  marriage  was  a  ‘dark  day  in  American 

ontocbscussing  how  hTmimsteriiia  new  con¬ 
text,  Jeff  Iorg  and  other  Southern  Baptist  semi¬ 
nary  leaders  are  saying. 

“Challenging  new  ministry  situations  are  on 
the  horizon,’  lore,  president  of  Golden  Gate 
Seminary  in  Mill  Valley,  Ca.  —  near  the  epicen¬ 
ter  of  the  gay  marriage  movement  —  wrote  in  a 


for  the  family  night  program.  How  will  you  r 
act  to  their  presence?"  Iorg  wrote. 

*A  person  in  a  gay  marriage  commits  hit 
self  to  Jesus  and  requests  baptism  in  yo 
church.  How  will  your  church  respond  to  b 
profession  of  faith  r  Iorg  wrote.  “One  person 


a  same-sex  marriage  becomes  a  Christian  and 
wants  to  end  their  marriage.  The  couple  has 
children.  Do  you  endorse  this  divorce  and  risk 
the  custody  of  the  children  being  awarded  to 
the  unbeliever?" 


marriage.  Compro-  Hundreds  of  same-sex  marriage  supporters  await  the  July  26  landmark  rulings  by  the 
esa>d-  U.S.  Supreme  Court  at  a  rally  in  front  of  the  court  building  in  Washington,  D.C.The  ju- 

nge,  Iorg  wrote,  will  rists  struck  down  portions  of  the  federal  Defense  of  Marriage  Act  and  allowed  to  stand 
to  navigate  gay  mar-  a  |ower  court  ruling  nullifying  California's  Prop  8,  a  successful  statewide  proposition 
companies  ^liospi-  de,inin9  marriage  as  heterosexual  in  nature.  (BP  photo) 

mmental  agencies  “This  is  a  tragedy  that  exalts  private  desires  fully  knowing  that  true  change  in  society  onl 
provide  services  to  over  the  public  good  and  sentiment  over  God’s  comes  when  hearts  are  changed  by  the  Gospi 
irches  will  be  dial-  ordering  of  creation.’  of  Jesus  Christ." 


Denny  Burit 

Denny  Burk,  associate  professor  of  biblical 


Daniel  Akin 

Daniel  Akin,  president  of  Southeastern 


Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C,  said  in  com-  tvan  L®"ow  who  believe  marriage  is  the  union  of  one  man 

ments  to  Baptist  Press  that  the  Supreme  Court  Evan  Lenow,  assistant  professor  of  ethics  at  and  one  woman.  ... 

decision  striking  down  part  of  the  Defense  of  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft  Worth,  wrote  in  a  “What  if  a  Christian  university  woe  to  deride 
Marriage  Act  (DOMA)  was  disappointing,  blog  poet  that  June  26  is  a  date  he  will  remem-  to  limit  its  married  student  housing  to  hetero- 
though  not  surprising.  her  as  the  day  that  marriage  changed  forever  in  sexual  coupies?  Will  there  be  any  accommoda- 

“We  have  seen  this  coming  for  a  long  time.  American  society.  bon  for  this  under  the  new  regime?”  Burk  asked. 

As  for  the  future,  the  church’s  mission  remains  “What  is  next  for  our  society?  We  can  be  “The  more  1  have  read,  the  more  I  have  become 

the  same:  We  will  boldly  proclaim  the  life-  thankful  that  the  Supreme  Court  did  not  offer  concerned  that  very  little  accommodation  wfll  be 
changing  Gospel  of  Jesua  Christ,  heralding  the  a  new  definition  of  marriage  today.  However,  I  forthcoming.  Proponents  of  gay  marriage  are  not 
truth  that ’whosoever  calls  upon  the  Name  of  still  believe  his  safe  to  say  mat  we  are  heading  to-  interested  in  protecting  the  religious  liberty  t* 

the  Lord  will  be  saved’  and  that  every  person  ward  the  demise  of  marriage  as  the  foundational  *— *“ - 1 - - - 

can  be  delivered  from  the  slavery  of  sm  that  institution  of  society,'  Lenow  wrote, 
seeks  to  enslave  us  all,"  Akin  said.  The  term,  “marriage,"  is  quickly  losing  its 

Believers  must  continue  to  love  and  serve  meaning,  the  professor  wrote,  noting  that  U.S. 
those  with  whom  they  disagree.  Akin  said  President  Barack  Obama  used  his  Twitter  a c- 
“And  we  will  continue  to  advocate  God's  re-  count  to  claim  all  love  is  equal  when  it  comes 
vealed  plan  and  pattern  for  marriage  and  fam-  to  marriage. 

ily,  a  (Man  that  promotes  human  flourishing  The  logical  conclusion  of  such  a  claim  is  so- 

and  a  pattern  that  depicts  the  love  that  Jesus  cietal  aooepvance  of  not  only  same-sex  marriage 
Christ  nas  for  His  Brioe,  the  church,  which  He  but  also  acceptance  of  polygamy,  polyamory,  in- 
purchased  with  His  own  blood.'  cest,  and  ultimately  pedophilia,"  Lenow  wrote. 

“We  may  even  live  to  see  the  day  when  the  term 
n  ■  .  Hoimharh  marriage'  is  no  significance  whatsoever. 


those  who  seek  to  demean,'  to  impose  inequal¬ 
ity' and  a 'stigma' on  gay  people,  to  deny  gay  peo¬ 
ple  ‘equal  dignity,'  to  treat  them  as  unworthy,' 
and  to  ‘hunmate’  their  children? 

That's  how  the  Supreme  Court  describes 
traditional  marriage  supporters.  As  that  opinion 
moves  into  the  cultural  mainstream,  it’s  difficult 
to  imagine  why  the  majority  would  make  accom¬ 
modations  for  the  consciences  of  those  they  re¬ 
gard  n  bigots.' 

Christians  need  to  be  ready  for  a  new  reality, 
Burk  wrote,  including  a  culture  that  is  increas¬ 
ingly  hostile  toward  them  “Private  citizens  may 
someday  face  fines  and  other  penalties  for  then 
convictions  on  marriage.  Our  churches  may 
eventually  lose  tax-exempt  status.  Any  number 
of  negative  outcomes  are  possible  in  the  ap¬ 
proaching  conflagration. 

“Ours  will  likely  be  a  costly  love  and  a  oostiy 
witness.  But  this  is  precisely  the  kind  of  disciple- 
ship  that  Jesus  has  called  all  of  us  to,  and  it  wfl 
be  worth  it  in  the  end  (Matthew  16:25).’ 
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PTtie  great  i 


great  missionary,  evangenst. 


the  rest  of  creation,  what  do  you  suppose 
his  favorite  verse  might  be?  Now  honestly 
1  think  that  if  you  were  sitting  across  the 
table  from  the  Apostle  Paul  and  asked  him 
what  was  his  favorite  verse  of  scripture 
that  he  had  the  privilege  of  writing.  you 
might  see  a  twinkle  in  his  eye  and  you 
might  almost  hear  the  wheels  turning  in 
hwbrilhant  mind  contemplating  aD  of  the 
incredible  things  that  be  had  written.  From 
the  briUance  of  theological  perspectives  in 
Romans,  Ephesians  and  Ooiossuns  to  the 
warmheartedness  of  pastoral  care  as  he 
wrote  in  I  Timothy,  II  Timothy  and  Titus,  1 
wanted  to  quickly  point  out  about  a  dozen 
verses  that  surdy  would  have  to  be  on  his 
list  of  favorites.  But  since  in  this  format 
space  is  critical,  I  wiB  just  suggest  to  you 
one  verse  that  could  well  be  Paul’s  favorite. 

It  is  found  in  maybe  the  most  quoted 
book  that  Paul  wrote,  the  letter  to  the 
Philippians.  He  said,  “That  I  may  know 
him,  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection, 
and  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings,  being 
made  conformable  unto  his  death"  (Phil. 
3:10).  Why  would  I  think  that  this  may  be 

his  favorite  verse  and  the  one  that  was  the 
guiding  spotlight  of  his  Ufe?  I  suggest  that 
because  it  is  seen  virtually  everywhere  in 
some  dimension  of  all  ofnis  life  whether  it 
is  during  an  imprisonment,  preaching  on  a 

LJll™  to  n  oonA  icorl  oontunlrpr. 


He  is  your  Lord,  He  can  enable  you  to  face 
everything  in  life.  What  a  celebration ! 
Then  Paul  said,  “I  want  to  know  the 


Paul’s  Favorite  Verse 


tion  of  Jesus  and  His  saving  power.  The 
chikben  who  felt  led  to  respond  to  give 
their  life  to  Jesus  would  sit  down  wnh  pre¬ 
pared  counselors  to  tab  to  them  about  the 
decision  that  they  were  making  and  to  lead 
them  in  their  encounter  with  me  Lord.  One 

of  my  grandaons  came  to  the  room  where 
they  were  meeting.  He  walked  in  and  one 
of  the  staff  members  seeing  him  spoke 
to  him  and  said  something  like,  “Is  there 


and  to  know  Him  in  all  of  His  fullness. 

Recently,  I  was  reminded  of  the  mat 
Apostle  Paul  when  during  Vacation  Bible 
School  they  had  an  evangelistic  presenta¬ 


not  unlike  what  the  Apostle  Paid  gave  us  in 
this  verse. 

Here  in  the  tmening  of  this  verse  is  the 
simplicity  and  the  awesome  fullness  of 
the  Gospel -that  I  may  know  Him. 
Throughout  his  ministry,  whether  before 
kings  or  paupers,  the  Apostle  Paul  was  ea¬ 
ger  to  share  I  have  met  Him.  On  that  road 
mat  led  to  Damascus  which  became  the 
pathway  to  the  feet  of  Jesus  he  met  the  liv¬ 
ing  Lord.  From  then  on  it  was  an  everyday 
new  sunrise  occasion  that  1  may  know 


Him.  The  Apostle  Paul  never  talked  about 
knowing  about  Jesus.  He  knew  about 
Jem  before  he  ever  met  Him.  But  he  was 
always  mnck  to  focus  on  die  fact  that  he 
actually  Knew  Him.  Do  you  know  Him  and 
not  just  know  about  him,  or  not  ju&  about 
what  He  said,  what  He  did  or  die  events  of 
His  life?  Have  you  by  faith  trusted  Him  as 
your  Savior  ana  Lora  and  come  to  know 
Him  as  the  forgiver  of  your  sins  and  the  life 
giver  for  ever  and  ever? 

Beyond  that  Paul  said  two  incredible 
things  about  what  he  wanted  to  know 
about  Jesus.  One  was  that  he  wanted 
to  know  the  power  of  Hia  resurrec¬ 
tion.  What  a  celebration  can  take  place  in 
the  believer’s  heart  to  know  Jesus  in  the 
power  of  His  resurrection.  You  see  the 
Bible  points  out  that  our  greatest,  frightful 
enemy  is  death  itself.  When  you  come  to 
understand  that  the  Jesus  that  you  know 
as  your  Savior  conquered  death,  you  can 
know  what  it  means  to  live  in  the  power 
of  the  resurrection.  Everything  else  you 
may  be  facing  in  life,  in  relationships,  in 
work,  and  in  challenges  are  less  than  death 
itself.  If  Jesus  is  able  to  conquer  death  and 


made  conformable  unto  His  death.” 
What  is  he  saying?  None  of  us  want  to  face 
sufferings  and  tnals.  We  wQl,  but  we  do  not 
particularly  like  it  What  would  Jesus  do 
when  He  came  to  the  cross  and  faced  the 
suffering  that  would  be  His  for  those  hours 
until  He  died?  WeD  here  is  what  took  place 
on  that  cross  as  Jesus  was  dying.  Moment 
by  moment  and  breath  by  breath  Jesus 
trusted  God.  In  some  of  Ws  last  breaths, 

He  said,  "Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my 
spirit’  In  His  very  last  moments,  He 
misted  that  God  would  take  care  of  Him 
and  He  never  wavered 

How  many  of  us  have  come  to  those 
earthshaking,  soul  quaking  kind  of  mo¬ 
ments  where  something  has  happened 
and  we  wonder  where  God  is  ana  if  we  can 
trust  Him?  The  Apasde  Paul  said  I  want 
to  know  Him  in  a  way  that  is  just  like  when 
Jesus  came  to  that  moment  in  His  life 
where  He  faced  suffering  and  death  and  He 
kept  trusting  the  Father.  Some  of  you  may 
say  well  Jesus  knew  that  the  Father  was 
going  to  raise  Him  from  the  dead  He  knew 
that  the  Father  was  going  to  take  care  of 
Him.  Correct  He  did  know  that  and  so  tio 
you.  You  can  trust  God  regardless  of  what 
the  circumstances  look  like  or  how  deafen¬ 
ing  the  sounds  of  discord  and  disturbance 
maybe.  God  will  take  care  of  you. 

The  old  hymn  says,  "Be  not  dismayed 
whate'er  betide,  God  will  take  care  of  you; 
Beneath  His  wings  of  love  abide,  God  will 
take  care  of  you.  And  so,  1  join  with  the 
Apostle  Paul  and  indeed  with  my  grandson 
in  saying,  “1  know  Jesus,  but  I  just  want  to 
know  Him  better." 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tionsQmbcbarg. 
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Kwiza,  Boko  Haram  firebombed 
five  churches  in  the  Mandara 
Hills  area  at  night  while  chanting 
"Allahu  Akbar"  [“Allah  is  GreaO 
and  stole  grain  and  livestock  be¬ 
fore  leaving  at  sunrise,  the  Nige¬ 
rian  newspaper  Vanguard  News 

Mandara  Hills  is  home  to 
several  Christian  communities 
in  Borno. 


area  from  Boko  Haram  during 
anti-terrorist  operations. 

Obed  Dashan,  Church  of 
Christ  in  Nations  general  secre¬ 
tary,  told  Morning  Star  News  that 
Christians  in  borno  are  trauma¬ 
tized  by  the  attacks.  "Boko  Haram 
terrorists'  activities  iflirlsly 
in  Borno  and  Yobe  states  have 
not  only  impacted  negatively  on 


Christians  there  but  also  led  to 
creating  communities  that  are 
traumatized  and  paralyzed  eco¬ 
nomically.  Ministering  to  such  a 
church  that  is  traumatized  can  be 
very  difficult*  1 

Last  year,  more  than  900 
Christians  were  lulled  in  Nige¬ 
ria  because  of  their  faith,  ac¬ 
counting  for  more  than  70%  of 
Christians  killed  globally  and 
outpacing  Christian  casualties 
in  Pakistan,  Syria,  Kenya,  and 
Egypt  combined,  according  to 
Morning  Star  News. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  plaaaad  to  pubfoh  news 
and  photographs  of  special  events  that  take 
place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewritten,  (b) 
neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper,  or  (c) 
needy  printed  on  standardized  forms  provided 
by  the  newspaper.  AM  articles  must  be  received 
in  writing:  no  articles  will  be  accepted  over  the 


News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to 
the  addrees  below,  and  muel  be  contained  in 
the  message  segment  of  an  email  form.  Due 
to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text  attachments 
will  be  accepted  Photograph  attachmsnts  are 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Digital  photos  may  ba  submitted  via 
adhar  email.  Photos  must  ba  dae  .  sharp,  and 
wall  lighted.  Cal  phone  photographs  and  other 
low  resolution  items  are  generaly  not  pubMv 
abte. 

Al  news  items  are  tutoject  to  editing,  and 
al  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  Pho- 
tographs  must  dtpict  people  No  landscape, 
building-,  or  objecHmfy  photographs  w»  be 
printed  Newi  items  and/or  photographs  can 
ba  published  one  time  only.  News  items  and/ 
or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities 
for  secular  or  outside  organizations  wA  not  ba 
published.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 


Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what,  whan,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  parson's  address  and  tele¬ 
phone  number. 


Articles  that  are  not  dete-aenaitive  wil  be 
published  on  a  space  available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The  Bap 
Record.  P.0  Box  530  Jackson.  MS  39206- 
0530  FAX:  (601)  292-3330  E-mail,  baptistre- 
corcMmbcb.org. 


Need  a  light? 

Ii-siis  said.  ”1  am  tin*  light  of  tin*  world. 
\\  hoc ter  follows  im  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  Imt  will  have  (he 
light  of  life.**  •  John  8:12) 


Simplt  share  the  loljowing  prater 
with  (tod  in  torn*  own  words: 

1.  I  ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  ton. 
•  I  hat e  sinned.) 

2.  I  wantjlorgiteiiess  for  mt  sins 
.ind  freedom  from  eternal 

death .  ( I  repent.) 

3.  I  heliete  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  tin  grate  to  forgite  mt  sins 
and  to  restore  mt  relationship 
with  ton.  1 1  heliete  in  Jesus.) 

4.  H s  faith.  I  intiie  Jesus  (  lirist 
|  into  m\  life.  I  rom  this  time  on. 
I  want  to  lite  in  a  luting  relationship 
with  Him.  ( I  receite  1  lirist  as 
mt  s.it  ior  and  Lord. I 


”ltiit  as  main  as  reeeited  him.  to  them  he  gate 
the  right  to  heeonie  i  liildren  of  (hkI.  eten  to 
those  who  heliete  in  lift  name/*  (John  1:12) 
It  tou  make  a  decision  for  (  hrist  today,  contact  a 
local  Southern  It.iplist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 


Mi: 


July  11,  2013 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services 
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SPEAKER: 

ED  NEWTON 


W 


JULY  26.  2013  ■  JACKSON  COLISEUM  ■  6:30  P.M. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Evangelism  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at  601  292  3278. 


wrcr t nformat in n  contact  the  I 

Mission  Strategy  office  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

601-292-3231 
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Sirvmts  of  Hot  manifold  oratt  of  God 

2oi Margaret  Lackey  On'ering'for  State  Missions 

GIVING  GOAL:  $2,100,000 


i  PETER  4:10 


Auqust  20  22  2013 


ertification 


Campus 

Study  -  Mon  -  7:00pm 
Free  Lunch  -  Tues-  12:30pm 

HH40S  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 
Worship  -  Toes  -  7-00pm 
Lundt- Thun- 12:30pm 
Small  Group  Bible  Study  -  Thun  -  TBA 


Time  TBA 

Free  Lunch  ft  Bible  Study  -  Wed  - 
Noon  -  DeSoto  Center 

PEARL  IBVER  COMMUNITY 


Lunch  Encounter  -  Thun  -  11. OOem 
Lunch  Encounter  -  Wed  -  Noon  - 
Hattiesburg  Campus 

SOUTHWEST  MISSISSIPPI 


16-17,2019 


1 00  Brandon  Baptist  Drive 
Brandon,  MS  39042 
601-824-1781 


ry  mofo  miormofion 

coMod  Mkalaatooi  WMU  of 

800748-1651,  •*.  317, 
601-292-3317  or 

NMUtWmDC  D  Of  a 
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WEEKLY  MEETING 
SCHEDULE 


BSU 


3 


4 


201 


Ministers J/  \  IV6S  Conference 

Fellowship  and  Encouragement  to  Minsters'  Wives 

Ocrober  28,  2013 
First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
1:30  p.m.  -  3^p.m. 

Cuest  Speaker:  Barbie  Bassett 

Contact  Cathy  Taylor  in  the  PaswriLtadentSfTlep t.  fr.\  registration 
information.  l-tSOO'48- 165 Text.  305.  orcuuyloriprnbcb.org 


ITAWAMBA  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

Worship  -  Mon  -  7:07  pm 
Luncheon  -  Wed  -  12:07pm 


JONES  COUNTY  JUNIOR  COLLEGE 

Worship  -  Tues  -  6:00pm 
NOONDAY  Lunch  -  Wed  -  1 1:00am  - 
1:00pm 


MERIDIAN  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

Noonday  -  Wed  -  Chapel  •  11:15am  ft 
12:30pm 

Gathering  (Worship)  -  First  Wed  - 
Chapel  -  8:30pm 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

Vision  Worship  -  Mon  -  FBC  Activities 
Bldg  -6:30pm 

Community  Missions  -  Tues/Wed  - 
3:30pm 


WorshipTBible  Study  -  Mon  -  7:00pm  ] 
Noonday  Lunch  -  Vimd  -  11:15am 

UNIVERSITY  Of  MISSISSIPPI 
Main  Event  Worship  -  Tues  -  7:00pm 
Fresh  Start/Freshmen  •  TBA 
Transfen  -  Thun  -  7 :00pm 

UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 

Coffeetalk  -  Mon  -  8:00pm  - 
Internationals 

601  pm  -  Tues  -  Worship  ft  Bible  Study 
1201  pm  -  Thun  -  Lunch  A  Devotion 

WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY 

Campus  LINK  -  Mon  -  Student  Center 

-  8  :45pm 

Priority  Lunch  -  Tues  -  Student  Center 

-  Noon 

Prayer  Breakfast  -  Fri  -  BSU  Center  - 
9:25  am 


Baptist  Student  Union  is  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  ministry  to  o< 


college  campuses  provided  by  your 
Cooperative  Pregram  Gifts 


For  More  informeiton  contend  the 
Collegiate  Ministry  Department  at 
1-800-748-1651 


r* 


Goodman  Campus 

Worship  ft  Bible  Study  -  Tues  -  7O0pm 
Lunch  ft  Devotion  -  Thun  - 1 1 00am 
Grenada  Campus 
Lunch  ft  Devotion  -  Wed  -  Noon 

Ridgoland  Campus 
Focus  Fedor  -  Wed  -  Noon 


growinQ(hurches^ 

8poneored  by  M8  BapM  Conrentfon  A  North  M8  BepM  AreocMton 

Growing  Churches  Conference 

Friday  and  Saturday,  August  9  and  10, 2013 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
4675  Oiff  Gookin  Btvd 
.  Tupelo,  MS  38801 


AM  ond  PM  prerenttion* 
on  ovnooy  i 

Wednetday  night  pretentotion 
Cowroitmenl  wtviot  on  Sunday  2 


■  Stii  on  1  in  Sunday  School 

■  Sswion  2  in  Morning  Worship 
S— ion  3  ohm  a  churched*  lunch 
Session  4  in  Evening  Worship 


AM  ond  PM  presentations 
on  Sunday  — 


ALL-STAR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TRAININ' 

August  23  &  24,  2013  •  First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon,  MS 

Cost  $25  Registration  Opens  6  p.m.,  Friday  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.,  Saturday  9  a.m.  —  noon 

Special  Guests:  David  Francis,  LifeWay  •  Sam  Rainer  III  •  Josh  Hunt 


September  24  2013 
Broadmoor  Church,  Madison 


"7 


* 


For  more  inform.it  in  cont.nct:  the  Mississippi 
WMU  it  601-292-3317. 


WORKSHOPS 


T 
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Baptist  Nursing  Fcllowsmp  Retreat 

October  UM9.  7012 

Fr  ..  Oct .  in  '120  ff.rrj.  -  S  nf ..  Oct .  19  noon 
Gir.iyw.i  C.i Trip  A  Confirmer*  Confer 


September  30  2013 
Harrisburrj  Church  Tupelo 


Pray  this  day  for... 

3Msr  is  a  /itf/e  wi/A.  tie  fear  fit*  Ltri W/iah^m/’ 
freASkre  ahJ  ire  nib  viSi.  it.  '  'PrwerSs  I5:l£> 


Pray  tor  a  team  of  fair  from 

nwMmKHwto. 

bum,  going  to  Nicaragua, 
July Tj-tyjx  ggjcal  and 

ft^fcrakm»»  Item 


Pray  far  a  team  on  0  Ihom 

UftipoM  Church.  gang 

to  Zlmbatvm.  July  1 4-28. 
tar  cheph  put^ng  ewrv 

Pray  tar  a  icarrvof  two  from 

Park  Place  BC.  Brandon, 

gang  to  Sake.  July  14-21. 
tor  CMdrenhhdUts 

Pray  for  Asbury  £ 


Pray  for  a  team  o f  32 

from  FBC,  Corinth. 

ng  to  Hae  ,  July  15-2; 


Pray  for  a  team  of  two 

from  New  Sight  BC, 
BreaMwven.  gong 
to  Portl' Be0U((t.  JuV 
17-24.  ®r  dnpRleshlp: 


for  Tom  J>  Cyrv  Pray  for  Roberty  &  Pray  for:  Sttf 

Martin,  missionar-  Janice  Mooney,  mis-  Svetlana  Pa 

mistering  through  uonariesto  European  aonarie  to  Et 


9-2-03  , 

MISS  MlA 
Parents:  CJ  &  J 


Do  well  Do  right*  COOP0MT7VE PROGRAM 

READY  FOR  RETIREMENT  RE  PREPAREDI 

Thi»  Free  Seminar  provides  you  with  oH  the  information  you  need  at  retirement 
approaches.  Discover  tools  and  resources  available  to  you  from  GUIDESTONE 

TOPICS: 

•  Evaluating  your  retirement  income  needs  and  resources 

•  Guidestone  retirement  benefit  options  and  procedures 
•Guidestone  retirement  planning  tools  and  le sources 

•  Investment  adjustments  to  consider  before  retirement 
•  Social  Security  and  Medicare  basics. 

For  mort  information  on  conferences: 

Coil  Robin  Nichols.  MBCB,  601-292-3226 
or  visit  our  Web- site 


9-03-03 

MISS  DARBY 
Parents:  J  &  K 
Restricted 

9-8-93 

MR.  NATHAN 
TILTON 
Parents:  J.  &  P. 
Restricted 

9-9-95 

MISS  EMILY  C 


9-19-12 

MISS  ABIGAIL  ~ 
Parents:  B  &  J 
Restricted 

9/12/99 

MISS  ANNA 
GRACE 

Parents:  Philip  & 
Dawn 

European  Peoples 
9-27-01 

MISS  MAEGAN  K. 
PUTNAM 

Parents:  Tracy  and 
Genie 

European  Peoples 


Parents:  Earl  and 
Ramona 
Sub-Saharan  ' 

African  Peoples 

9-11-96 
MISS  HAYLEE 
HOLEMAN 
Parents:  Jeff  and 
Liesa 

American  Peoples 

Encourage  an  MK  with  a  card! _ _ 

FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be forwarded.  Pleas*  sand  all  to:  MBCB 

tWMV  MK  Birthdays,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205. 

PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards 
together;  card*  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  WMU. 
^prpj<j-jxj  Individual  cards  do  not  need  postage  stamps  when  sent  as  a  package  to 

Pleaa*  Include  your  return  address  on  each  card  envelope. 
MKa  and  their  parents  may  triah  to  send  you  an  update  or  note  of 
appreciation. 


hltp:// www.  mbeb.  org/business_services/fs/rptiremem 


Qhm^hJ^bjiary  Ministry 
^ il  State  Meeting 

Fri,  Oct  4,  2013  -  Sat,  Oct  5,  2013 
October  4,  9:00am  -  October  5,  12:30pm 
First  Baptist  Church,  Louisville 


For  more  information  on  the  meeting 
and  registration  contat  the  Communication 
Services  Ministry  of  the  MBCB  at 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  378. 


mmm 


Maturing? 


Q  Brotherhood  Mutual 


SERVING 

THE 

L  SBC  1 


L.D. 

O’Mire 


YOUTH 

corn  from  p.  I 

available  at  mattpapa.com. 

"These  are  men  gifted  with  skills 
to  communicate  with  this  genera¬ 
tion  of  students,’  Lum  said. 

Doors  will  open  at  5:30  pjn., 
and  with  a  standing  room  only 
crowd  expected  Lum  recommends 
an  early  arrival.  Volunteer  counsel¬ 
or  training  will  take  place  at  6  p.m. 
in  the  coliseum. 


NRFC  MVFKSLN  NRUN  O  UZ  VFN  KOX 


MSH;  UVH  NRSGS  OL  VFVS 

NRUN  XUV  HSJOQSG  FCN  FD  NROVS 


RUVH 


>195*©  Bethlehem  Baptist  Churcti.  2242  Hwy  541 
Not*.  Mandanha*.  MS  39114-5442 


IFW  NSV:  LSQSV 


Clue:  0  =  1 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle:  Proverbs  28:10 

By  Chart**  Marx  1932-2004. 0  2005 


FKST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  LECOMPTE  GET  AWAY  AT  BETSY'S  UL' CADWB  c*l 

■  SEEKING  A  PASTOR.  Sand  laaun*  tor  a  brochure  M1-9HK841 _ 

taFW  Bap**  Chuch  Utco fl£a.  Mn:  MOORS  BOOKBMOMG  CONPANY,  WC„ 
Paator  Search  Comma*!,  PO  Bn  1070.  gy,  BI8EES  rebound.  Mao.  church  but- 
Lacompta.  LA  71346(15  mnAaa  Soujhof  |Mna  and  hymns*  For  more  nlorm**on  ca< 
Alexandria.  LA).  BaaUlU  Campua  -  Great  662  453-7&  or  tax  ut «  6624SM743 

Growti  Potantal  Contact  318-776-9*67  .  .  . . 

_ _ _  STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  WC.,aarvtig  MS 

USED  CHURCH  PEWS  AVAILABLE  M  NT.  *AL»ic*  1982  CMI60M05-2970 

natural  tntah  wood  1  putpd  and  I  communion  ESTWATES.  Jla^  UpholNery.  Qudman. 

table  30  pieces  total  lor  J3.000  00  or  be*  »*«*.  phone  601 -7756617. _ 

oiler  965-877-4761 _  SEBREN'S  SIDING  wwwsebrenhomeinv 

PRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MARTIN,  TEMN., 

IS  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  MHSSTER  OF  Sabren  601-992-2092  Mhomt  mgws- 
YOUTR  Mu*  have  a  Master  s  Degree  Irom  hients.  ^  SKltx^  *ne<^>  emaen!  endows, 
a  Southern  Bap**  Seirinory  and  *  lea*  3-5 


I  facing  the  way  in  health 
care  for  Mississippi. 


As  a-  health  care  provider  and  community 
partner  throughout  north  Mississippi. 
Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care  is  dedicated 
to  the  well-being  of  all  Mississippi  At  our 
five  locations  across  the  state  we  are 
embracing  new  technologies,  new  facilities, 
and  new  ways  of  practicing  medicine  - 
partnering  with  physician  networks  to 
ensure  convenient,  accessible,  exceptional 
care  no  matter  where  you  live. 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


MIKE  BROOKS 

Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


km# 

Z5E3 

11F 

C#»U>* 


Mrs.  Dorothy  (Doaie)  Msngum 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Donald 
Martin,  Jr. 

Rev.  Nolan  Ray  Mapp 

FCAHS  Class  of  1954 
Mrs.  Kathleen  C.  Mason 

Mr.  fe  Mis.  Jeny 
Confer 

Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Will  ism 
D.  Nutt 

Mr.  Gary  Mason 
Mr.  fe  Mrs.  C.  Gene 
Cryder 

Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Raymond 
F.  Quinn 


Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Paul  D. 
Allen 

Jerry  D.  Ferguson,  Sr. 

Bud  fe  Trsvefeoe 
Gtihs 

Mrs  Charlotte 
Vickers 

Timmy  fe  Linda  Shaw 
Reynolds  Insurance 


Edwin  Lewis  "Pel"  Parker.  Ill 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Crosthwsit 
Helen  Paul 

Ms  Mildred  E. 
Chapman 
Preston  Pisxu 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas 
M.  Bryson 

Mr.  Lewis  Elwood  Pittman 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Albert  F. 
Dribben 
Buddy  Price 

Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Barney  J. 
Albritton 
Duvoix  Price 

Mrs  Robert  Y. 
Statham 

Mrs  Rosemary  Jamtt  Price 
Mr.  fe  Mrs  Price 
Toler 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Crosthwait 

Will  Alexander  Price,  Jr. 

Mr.  feMrs  Price 
Toler 

Mrs.  Margaret  Pryor 

Ms.  Rita  Parker 
James  'Jabbo*  Ragland 

Mr. feMrs.  Dan  R. 


Janice  L  Russell  ft 
Family 

James  Edward  Holman 

Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Tommy 
Rayburn 
Mr.  Tony  Holt 

Mrs  Helen  Brown 
Mrs.  Hazel  Hosey 

Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Reece 
Douglas,  Jr. 

John  Howell 

Mrs  Mary  K.  Kidd 
Tom  Hudson 

Ms.  Jennifer  A.  Long 
Mrs  Mary  Nell  Ingram 

Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Bill  Myatt 
Barbara  Isbell 

Mr.  Mike  Filgo 
Bob  Tom  Johnson,  Jr. 

Mrs  Ellen  Johnson 
Brandi  Johnson 

Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Dan  R. 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

PO.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


Mrs.  Ruby  Mazingo 

Mr.  fe  Mrs.  Bob 
Hennington 
John  Patrick  McIntyre 

Mrs.  Gloria  McAlpin 
Mr.  J.CMcKie 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jennings 
Dixon 

Braxton  McKinley 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Glen  D. 
Fortenberry 
Jackie  Lee  McManus 

Adult  III  Ladies  ft 
Mens  SSC.  Unity  BC 
Mailey  Jane  McMullen 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Barney  J. 
Albritton 

Mrs.  Annie  Ruth  McPhail 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  D. 
Allen 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bud 
Doherty 

Vester  (J.  B.)  Ramshur,  Jr. 
Mr.  William  C 


Mr.  Robert  RegineUi 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike 


Mrs.  Robbie  Jo  Carter 

Mr.  J.V.  Parker 
Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Mrs.  Rivers  Catledge 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  D. 


Gwendolyn  Durham  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  E.  Bennett 

◦ark  Mr.  Ken  Davis 

ih  Cloy  Ms.  Mary  Jo  Nad 

Julia  ft  Avis  Louise  Martha  K.  'Molly'  Davis 

Mullins  Ms.  Josephine  S. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Michael  T.  Mitchell 

Goff  Dan  Dawaey 


God  Disciplines  His  People  •  2  Kings  17:7-15, 18-20 


An  important  aspect  of  God’s  Story  is 
how  He  disciplines  His  people  tike  a  fa¬ 
ther  chastens  the  son  in  whom  he  delights 
(Prov.  3:12).  Only  when  1  became  a  father 
did  I  understand  my  father’s  loving  disri- 
pline.  Simifarh,  Gods  discipline  always  was 
measured  and  gradual.  He  first  warned  His 

to  repent,  God  aDoweStlwpow«?il  armies 
of  Israel's  neighbors  to  overwhelm  diem. 
In  722  B.C  Samaria,  Israel’s  capital  dty  feD 
to  the  greater  forces  of  die  Assyrian  army. 
God's  peotae  were  judged  for  breaking  the 
covenant.  They  were  conquered  and  taken 
into  exile.  The  horrific  end  of  the  northern 
kingdom,  Israel,  is  recorded  in  2  Kings  17. 
Goa  does  not  tolerate  sin. 

God's  People  Sinned 
(2  Kings  17:7-11) 

Discipline  is  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  sin.  God’s  deliverance  of  die  Hebrews 
from  Egyptian  bondage  was  greeted  with 
rebellion  wherein  Israel  ‘sinned  against 
the  LORD  their  God*  and  “worshiped  other 
gods"  (2  Sam  77;  NTV).  They  reverted  to 
die  idolatrous  practices  of  the  nations  die 
LORD  had  driven  out  before  them  (7:8a). 
Additionally,  the  kings  of  Israel,  the  north¬ 
ern  kingdom  that  split  from  Judah  alter 
Solomon’s  death,  had  set  up  alternate 
shrines  in  Bethel  and  Dan  to  replace  Je¬ 
rusalem.  They  also  selected  non-Levitkal 


priests  and  set  up  alternate  feast  (fays  (1 
Kings  12:25-33;  2  Kings  17:8b).  These  alter¬ 
natives  to  Goffs  prescribed  religion  came  to 
be  known  as  Jeroboam  ’s  sin. 

The  notice  in  17.9a,  “The  Israelites  se¬ 
cretly  did  things  against  the  LORD  their 
God  that  were  not  right,*  indicates  a  clan¬ 
destine  carrying  on  of  wicked  behavior, 
driven  by  a  delusion  one  could  hide  sin 
from  God  or  at  least  from  His  prophets.  The 
plac- 


shrines  to 
fertility  gods 
buih  atop 
high  hills 

tmSant  ^0 
worship 
of  fertility 


the  ‘sacred  stones’  and  ‘Asberah  poles' 
venerating  the  Canaanite  god  Baal  and 
his  female  consort  Asherah  (1710).  They 
“burned  incense”  to  these  false  gods,  pro¬ 
voking  the  LORD  to  anger  (1711). 

boo  s  reopie  were  warned 
(2  Kings  17:12-15) 

When  God's  people  sinned.  He  sent 
prophets  to  persuade  them  to  repent  or 
fan  impending  judgment  My  earthly  fa¬ 
ther  dbcipiined  me  many  times  during  my 
growing  up  years,  but  etch  instance  was 


justified.  So  also  in  my  spiritual  life,  my 
heavenly  Father  has  had  to  discipline  me 
at  those  times  when  I  seemed  unresponsive 
to  His  guidance  in  my  life.  I  am  grateful  my 
earthly  father  and  heavenly  Father  admin¬ 
istered  discipline  in  love.  Their  love  includ¬ 
ed  forewarning  I  always  knew  what  was 
expected  of  me,  whether  I  obeyed  or  not' 
Israel  “worshiped  idols;'  though  the 
LORD  had 
said.  “You 
shall  not  do 
this*  (7-12)- 
God  warned 
Israel  and 
Judah 
through  all 
His  prophets 
and  seers" 
(7: >3»). 
These 

spokesmen  encouraged  conformity  to  the 
entire  Law”  (713b).  The  people  responded 
with  obstinacy.  They  would  not  listen,  re¬ 
mained  stiff-necked,  and  did  not  trust  in 
the  LORD  their  God  (1714)-  Further,  they 
rejected  His  decrees  and  covenant  and  ig¬ 
nored  His  warnings.  In  short  they  did  the 
things  the  LORD  had  forbidden  them  to 
do"  (7.15).  Judgment  was  inevitable. 

What  about  us?  What  worldly  allure¬ 
ments  entice  us  to  disobey  Goa  today? 
Have  we  developed  a  theology  of  relating 
to  God  that  assures  of  us  eternal  salvation 
while  allowing  us  “the  pleasure  of  sin  for  a 


Studies  turtle 

»  uh  W.  Wayne  VanHom 


n?*  Have  we  grown  as  spiritually  in¬ 
sensitive  to  the  LOIU)  as  andent  Israel  did? 
If  so,  we  should  know  that  we,  like  they, 
have  been  warned. 

God’s  People  Were  Disciplined  (2 
Kings  17:18-20) 

The  people’s  stubborn  refusal  to  repent 
and  to  live  for  God  resulted  in  the  LORD 
becoming  angry.  So  He  removed  Israel 
“from  His  presence"  (7:18).  What  a  trag¬ 
edy!  People  so  blessed  by  the  LORD  could 
not  find  it  in  their  hearts  to  reciprocate  His 
love,  to  follow  His  guidance,  or  to  worship 
Him  above  false  gods,  brad’s  wronghead¬ 
edness  ill-effected  Judah  also,  who  “foil- 
lowed  die  practices  Israd  had  introduced' 
(7.19).  The  LORD  rejected  brad  (720a). 
The  same  LORD,  who  had  delivered  them 
from  their  enemies  earlier,  now  withdrew 
His  presence,  allowing  those  enemies  to 


That  was  then;  this  is  now.  God  has  been 
gracious  to  us  also.  Have  we  worshiped 
Him,  living  by  His  word?  Are  we  less  de¬ 
serving  of  judgment  than  brad?  Because  of 
professed  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Savior 
and  as  our  Lord,  people  should  see  a  quali¬ 
tative  difference  in  our  lives.  Beware!  God 
disciplines  His  people. 

VanHom  is  Dean  of  the  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  School  of  Christian  Studies  and  the 
Arts. 


What  Am  I  Supposed  to  Learn?  •  Job  38:1-4;  42:1-1 2a 


God  brings  an  end  to  the  debate  be¬ 
tween  Job  and  his  friends  with  a  brewing 
storm,  a  whirlwind,  through  which  he  first 
speaks  to  Job.  Elihu,  though  less  than  Job 
needed  in  a  comforter,  has  rooken  weD 

«nd  forced  Job  to  look  beyond  himself  and 

his  suffering  to  a  realm  at  the  center  of 
which  is  the  omniscient  God.  The  purpose 
of  this  speech  is  to  honor  God— causing 
Job  to  cease  his  complaining  about  God 
and  to  honor  Him.  ,  . 

God  answers  Job’s  request  by  lettine 
him  know  of  His  presence  with  him  and 
ability  to  comfort  him.  He  questions  Job  s 
knowledge  and  lack  of  it  in  as  He  reminds 

Job  that  He  is  the  Creator  of  the  world  and 
asks  him,  “Where  were  you  when  I  laid  the 

earth  s  foundation?  Tell  me  if  you  under¬ 
stand.'  God  graciously  spoke  to  Job  and 
revealed  Himself  as  the  aD-powerful  and 
all-knowing  God  of  the  universe. 

God  further  rehearses  for  Job,  in  the 
form  of  questions.  His  knowledge  o#  and 
rare  for  tne  animals  around  Job  and  ques¬ 
tions  his  knowledge  of  the  same— all  crea¬ 
tures,  great  and  small,  which  he  fears  and 
dora  tMutdentandThe  ostrich  and  the 
war  hone  provide  quite  a  contrast,  yet 
both  are  God’s  creatures  and  worthy  of 
Job’s  consideration.  The  dosing  verses 
describe  birds  of  great  power,  flight,  and 
•woop,  extending  God’s  dominion  to  in¬ 


clude  things  in  the  air,  as  well  as  those  that 
roam  the  and. 

In  Chapter  40,  the  LORD  asks  Job,  “Will 
the  one  who  contends  with  the  Almighty 

correct  Him? . .  .*  Job  has  no  answers  for 

God,  but  is  not  yet  ready  to  submit  in  re- 


is  applied  for  emphasis.  God  tells  Job 
to  look  at  the  behemoth,  a  Hebrew  word 
from  which  no  positive  identification  can 
be  made.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  creature, 

_  _  _  mammoth  in  size  and  strength,  but  eats 

God,  but  is  not  yet"ready  to  submit  in  re-  only  gnaa  To  capture  this  animal,  smite 

asfflssss.'sr 

imotH 


Him  in  faith  regardless  of  what  happens. 
J  ib  admits  that  God  is  omnipotent  with 

u  limited  power  and  has  a  plan  that  cannot 
I  e  interfered  with  nor  halted.  Job  ockncrwl- 
,  deed  his  presumption  and  submitted  to 
LORD,  repenting  of  his  words  spoken 


another’s  authority— even  to  a  loving  God 


lore  the  Bible 

Morion  D.  Duncan 


who  desires 
only  the  best 
for  the  cre¬ 
ations  of  His 
hands. 

Again, 

God  speaks 
to  Job  out  of 
a  whirlwind 
and  tells  him 
to  be  a  man 
and  that  he  will  answer  Him!  God  con- 
tinues  to  convene  with  Job,  but  does  not 
force  him  into  submission.  God  wants  Job 
to  consider  the  irrational  of  his  creation- 
•why  does  it  rain  where  no  one  needs  ar 
(38:25®  God  establishes  justice  and  pro¬ 
vides  salvation.  Our  iraponsLbihtyts  to  de¬ 
termine  where  He  is  at  work  around  us  and 

answer  His  invitation  to  join  Hun. _ _  _ 

In  chapters  40  and  41,  the  hyperbole 
of  the  east  (an  extravagant  exaggeration) 


The  word 
Leviathan  is 
also  a  He¬ 
brew  deriva¬ 
tive  from 
two  words 
meaning 
‘twisting 
and  “mon¬ 
ster,"  and 
has  no  posi¬ 
tive  identification,  but  possibly  resembling 
a  crocodile.  This  creature  is  equaled  by 
none  on  the  earth  and  looks  down  on  all 
that  are  haughty-“he  is  long  over  all  that 

^yfffa'reveSe^tn  chapter  42,  Job  shifted 
his  focus  from  demarafim  answers,  which 
the  LORD  never  provided,  to  gaming  prate 

by  submitting  to  the  LORD.  Job  under¬ 
stood  that  God  was  saying  to  him  that  he 
wra  to  realize  who  God  is  and  to  submit  to 
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Revivals  & 
Homecomings 


David 
Alford. « 

July  &“d"y 

School,  9  aja;  worship  to  am. 

foiowed  by  lunch;  Prwifir  Odom, 
and  ra*W. 

14  - 17,  Sun.,  semora,  11  am,  M- 
kjwedby  lunch;  Clarence  Young, 


speaker,  Sun.  -  Wad, 

6  pm  services,  7  pm;  Wayne 
Hudson,  speaker,  Ronnie  Getting 
ham,  musar,  Ahm  Drake,  (Most 
►  Sauls  VWtoy  Church.  Montt- 
caflo:  Revival,  July  14  -  >7,  fam., 
Sunday  School,  w  am;  worriup, 
u  am,  Ucmd  by  lunch  and  af¬ 
ternoon  service;  Mon.  -  Wed.  7 
DjiLj  Dcnckin  Ginn,  ipti^i  Ptiil- 
bp  Alford, 


The  im.iottence  of  intercessory  prayer  is 
evidenced  as  Job  obeyed  God  and  interced¬ 
ed  for  his  friends.  God  was  angry  with  Job’s 
friends  because  they  had  spoken  falsely 
concerning  Him.  It  w  as  after  Job  express'd 
concern  for  his  friends  and  prayed  for  them 
to  receive  God’s  grace  that  he  could  receive 
the  blessing  of  multiplied  prosperity  God 
had  for  him  This  is  not  God’s  promise  to 
restore  all  kisses  or  to  fully  reward  His  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  life.  The  most  valuable  blessings 
God  gives  us  are  those  that  last  for  eter¬ 
nity  -  especially  that  of  living  in  fellowship 
witn  Him.  .  .... 

One  purpose  of  the  Book  of  Job  is  to 
teach  the  reality  that  not  all  suffering  is  the 
direct  result  of  people's  sins  and  need  not 
rob  people  of  tneir  faith  in  the  sovereign 
loving  God. 

Duncan  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Starkville.  _ _ 

end  dfafa  lunch  and  cemetery  as- 


►  Moafc's  Craafc  Church.  Sum¬ 
mit  Revival.  July  14  -  17, 

Sunday  School  10  am;  worship.  ___  _  .  , _ _  _ 

11  am,  fallowed  by  puthick  lunch  ►  Stasia  Churdi,  rotate:  Re¬ 
nd  afterncxn  service;  Mon.  -  rival,  July  14  -  17.  Sun.  11  am. 
Wed,  7  pm;  Brent  Rutland,  foflowedby  dinner  on  the  ground 
speaker  Tran  Wai*.  music;  Mike  and  6:30  pm;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
Alexander,  orator.  7  pm;  Randall  Creel,  speaker, 

►  Otiodwtar  Church.  Smith  Steve  and  Becky  Carvrr,  tmrac; 
County;  Homecoming.  July  14;  J<*n  Siarp,  interim  pateor,  Tony 
worship,  n  am,  followed  by  oov-  Massey,  rmnteer  of  must. 
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Just  for  the  Record 

In  other  Church  News: 


travel  and  ministry  at  the  Columbia  Expo  Center 


kiJUaxUa 


call  Jim  Pender  at  (662)  803  -  2t 
emaflwebmaster@ms-com.org. 

►  Craw  Road  Church,  Mahstchts,  will  host  a  reception  bon 
pastor  John  Vaughn  and  his  wife,  Kathy,  July  21,  2  -  4  p.m 
ebrating  10  years  of  service. 
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At 


BUNKER  HIU.  CHURCH.  COLUM¬ 
BIA,  honored  its  high  school  seniors 
FAIR  RIVER  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  recently  with  breakfast  and  recognition  May 
gave  their  new  pastor  and  his  family  an  old-fashioned  13.  Shown  are  Jan  Holman,  Conner 
pounding.  Shown  are  Jay  and  Amy  Anderson.  Sears.  Sara  Randall,  and  Cody  Magee. 

NEW  POLICY 
FOR  PHOTO 


Effective  with  the  July  11, 
2013  issue  ofThe  Baptist 
Record,  all  photographs 
submitted  for  publication 
in  the  newspaper  must 
be  sent  via  e-mail  as  a 
jpeg  attachment  (.jpg). 
Because  of  the  cost  and 
inconvenience  of  submit¬ 
ting  a  printed  photograph 
(which  involves  taking 
a  digital  photograph. 


Nina  girts  from  CALVARY  CHURCH.  BOOUE  CHITTO, 
attended  GA  Camp  at  Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter.  Shown  are  Makayla  Martin,  Chloe  Fahner,  Riley  Watts. 
Georganna  Allen.  Alec*  Nettles.  Autumn  Crosby.  Alii*  Grace 
Crosby,  Julie  Ann  Bartron.  and  Caroline  Douglas 


M  % 


The  high  school  seniors  of  PARKWAY  CHURCH,  KOS¬ 
CIUSKO,  were  honored  May  19  with  a  fellowship  meal  and 
new  Bible.  Shown  are  Jimmy  Thornhill,  minister  of  music  and 
youth;  and  seniors  MattTaylor,  Emily  Ray,  Daniel  Fortenberry, 
and  Kaleb  Ellis;  and  Derrick  Wilson,  pastor. 


of  postage  Involved  in 
mailing),  we  are  mak¬ 
ing  this  change  to  help 
both  the  sender  and  The 
Baptist  Record  to  be  good 
stewards.  Photos  can  be 
submitted  to  The  Baptist 
Record  via  e-mail  at  no 
cost,  as  opposed  to  the 
coats  noted  above.  Thank 
you  for  your  understand¬ 
ing  and  cooperation. 
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AUGUST  5-6  2013 


RAMON  ASSOCIATION  delivered  300  encouragement 
bags  to  the  Cancer  Center  at  Baptist  Hospital.  Jackson.  Tonya 
Ball,  Navigator  at  the  Cancer  Canter,  and  Allan  Stephans, 
ADM  for  Rankin  Association,  are  shown  beside  the  cart  of 
bags.  The  bags  will  be  distributed  to  all  new  cancer  patients. 
The  association  has  churches  signed  up  for  a  year  of  mission 
outreach  with  this  project. 
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